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oe” eee Excerpts from “On The Allies We're Not 
419. Diana Tkachenko 422. Arevik Petrosian, journalist w- ya 

Proud Of: A Palestinian Response to 
Ukrainian Letter of Solidarity with Palestinian people Troubling Discourse on Syria” 


https://commons.com.ua 


Published October 12, 2016. 


“We, the undersigned Palestinians, write to affirm our commitment 
to the amplification of Syrian voices as they endure slaughter and 
displacement at the hands of Bashar Al-Assad’s regime. We are moti- 
vated by our deep belief that oppression, in all of its manifestations, 
should be the primary concern of anyone committed to our collec- 
tive liberation. Our vision of liberation includes the emancipation of 
all oppressed peoples, regardless of whether or not their struggles fit 
neatly into outdated geopolitical frameworks. 


“We are concerned by some of the discourse that has emerged from 
progressive circles with regards to the ongoing crisis in Syria. In par- 
ticular, we are embarrassed by the ways in which some individuals 
known for their work on Palestine have failed to account for some 
crucial context in their analysis of Syria” 


[-] 


“We will no longer entertain individuals who fail to acknowledge 
the immediate concerns of besieged Syrians in their analysis. De- 
spite reaching out to some of these individuals, they have shown an 
unwillingness to reflect on the impact of their analysis. We regret 
that we have no choice left but to cease working with these activists 
whom we once respected. 


“We would like to encourage others who are guided by similar prin- 
ciples to do the same” 


Read full letter at https://joeyayoub.com 
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324. Fedir Khorkov, artist 371. R. Konstantin Rechitsky, sociologist 


325. Luke Ivanovich, activist, photographer 372. Olena Yermakova, researcher 

326. Zoriana Strockyj 373. Julie Ostapjukova, analyst 

327. Sonya Bilocerkowycz, writer 374. Olga Larina, artist 

328. Paul Genyk-Berezowsky 375. Anastasiia Omelianiuk, researcher 
329. Luca Iwasykiw 376. Iryna Dumina, artist 

330. Maksym Khodak, artist 377. Daria Povkh, student 

331. Petrenko Vlad, cultural studies, writer 378. Vlada Melnychuk, graphic designer 
332. Alex Gromov 279. Solomiia Kasiian, student 

333. Yevhen Zaiats, director, video artist 280. Aksiniya Sumina, sociology student, 
334. Voitenko Arseniy, activist Polish language teacher 

335. Anastasiia Khomenko, student 381. Marko Aleksandroy, artist 

336. Daria Lytvynenko, artist 382. Olha Havrina, designer 

337. Polina Godz, graphic designer 383. Karolina Uskakovych, artist 

338. Artem Buriak, student 384. Asia Fruman, musician, translator, and 
339. Yuliia Zhukovska entrepreneur Yiddish teacher 

340. Baburkina Valentyna 385. Polina Volkova, student 

341. Anna Prokopchuk, student 386. Olga Baidukova, researcher 

342. Anna Synya, student 387. Anna Sushko, artist 

343. Askold Melnyczuk 388. Sofiya Skachko 

344. Nastia Biluta, translator 389. Mariya Fedosieieva, student 

345. Abdul Karyna, trainer 390. Roman Tymoshevskyi, researcher 
346. Sevila Nariman-qizi, visual designer 391. Uharova Polina, student 

347. Artur Yablunovskyi, sociologist 392. Yeva Kupchenko, eco-social designer 
348. Kateryna Supranovych, designer 393. Alex Vasylenko, student 

349. Liubov Gorobiuk, video artist 394. Anton Ovchinnikov, independent artist 
350. Kateryna Botanova, cultural critic 395. Nataliia Martynenko, culture manager 
351. Isabeau Duma-Jaciw and DJ 

352. Daria Getmanova, researcher 396. Vitalii Overko, researcher 

353. Mykhailo Buchmei, doctor 397. Georgii Molchanov, volunteer 

354. Valeria Levchenko, linguist and trans- 398. Nina Shewchuk 

lator 399. Oleksandra Yefymenko, journalist 
355. Vira Sachenko, researcher 400. Anna Shcherbyna, artist 

356. Tetiana Levenets, student 401. Borys Korzh, student 

357. Kochaliieva Elvina, student 402. Mariia Panchenko, translator and 
358. Iryna Arabiants, nutritionist interpreter 

359. Litovchenko Maria, midwife 403. Anastasia Antonets, artist 

360. Olga Burlyuk, political scientist 404. Maria Zhulina, artist, poet 

361. Maarit Tymchyshyn, artist & activist 405. Yatsenko Yulia, graphic designer 
362. Yuliya Zabiyaka, software developer and 406. Yuri Svitlyk 

activist 407. Maryna Kostruba, artist 

363. Alexey Bublik, social issues researcher 408. Elena Pasynkova, psychologist 

364. Lyudmyla Nevalenna 409. Daria Kozlova, artist, researcher 
365. Olena Yaroshenko, systemic therapist 410. Anastasiia Rantiuk, translator 

366. Anastasiia Martynenko, environmental 411. Ivanka Buczma, teacher 

activist 412. Mariia Koval, student 

367. Timur Mingazirov, cameraman 413. Julia Zhuravlova, artist 

368. Lesia Vasylchenko, artist, researcher 414. Natan Grinberg, photographer 

369. Yevgeniia Fedotova, beauty master 415. Oleskandra Al-Rifai, student 

370. Mykhailo Samsonenko, student, activist 416. Iryna Al-Rifai, manager 

of the independent student union “Priama 417. Romeo Kokriatski, journalist 
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237. Nadiia Guzenko, teacher 

238. Iryna Refahi, journalist 

239. Guseynova Mate 

240. Anastasiia Onufriv, climate activist 
241. Alona Aljadaan, public figure 

242. Yelyzaveta Riznychenko, student 
243. Valentyna Chehlatonieva, dancer 
244. Lozinska Yana 

245. Dinara Abdo, UX/UI web designer 
246. Victoriia Abuiaiia 

247. Victoriia Bratushkina 

248. Olha Chychko, pensioner 

249. Alina Babaieva, mom is on maternity 
leave 

250. Venzovska Victoria, lawyer 

251. Vladyslav Taratutenko, logistics dis- 
patcher 

252. Diana Maksymenko, translator and 
book blogger 

253. Strashynska Tetiana 

254. Ivanna Kosteniuk, finance and opera- 
tions manager 

255. Valeriia Zurigat, psychologist 

256. Yana Maletska, student 

257. Gavrilitsia Hanna, doctor 

258. Bogdana Kosmina, architect, artist, 
curator 

259. Masha Vlasenko, mathematician 
260. Ruslan Kulevets, author, cinephile 
261. Biduliak Lilia, psychology 

262. Polina Sobos 


263. Ihnatiuk Valeriia, visual communication 


264. Tsymbalyuk Victoria 

265. Albina Bykova, housewife 

266. Tatyana Gagina 

267. Kukunina Kateryna, software developer 
268. Ivanna Bykova, housewife 

269. Fedir Horash, seafarer, activist of Inic- 
jatywa Pracownicza trade union 

270. Valeriia Ganicheva, designer 

271. Sasha Zakrevska, musician 

272. Alyona Kobel, manager International 
tourism 

273. Anastasia Muntyan, Unemployed 
274. Alina El Assadi, artist 

275. Maritchka Ryniejska, researcher 

276. Bohdan Diedushkin, teacher 

277. Sofiya Taranenko, student 

278. Nadiya Kachmar, student of political 
science 

279. Oleksii Poliakov, software developer 
280. Daria Pochepnia 
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281. Mameedova Natalia Igorivna 

282. Aisha Zankidaeva 

283. Daryna Kolesnyk, chambermaid 

284. Svitlana Al-Azzawi, teacher 

285. Derbin Serhiy, architect 

286. Siver Iryna Rawilivna, orchestra artist 
287. Anna Skrypnyk, pharmacist 

288. Serhieieyva Kasia 

289. Mstyslava Nesteruk, HR 

290. Anna Matsuka, translator 

291. Nastasya Yaremchuk, musician, Slavic 
Studies student 

292. Natalka Gurba, activist 

293. Obertynska Iryna 

294. Anastasia Petriuk 

295. Asyenye Bulatova 

296. Kutsenko Iuliia, teacher 

297. Yermolayeva Kateryna, artist 

298. Mahmuda Ruzieva 

299. Kovalenko Daria, beauty therapist 
300. Stanislava Ovchinnikova, interdisciplin- 
ary artist and curator 

301. Mariya Bokhonko 

302. Liubov Kuibida, programmer 

303. Yusuf Baysangurov 

304. Olena Mogylna, designer 

305. Mehrabi Dariia, international relation- 
ship 

306. Hanna Bodnarchuk, choreographer 
307. Diana Romanenko, ingenieur assistant 
308. Amaliia Mamedova, student 

309. Vsevolod Kazarin, photographer 

310. Hanna Horbasenko, interpreter 

311. Hrodzitska Veronika, photographer & 
volonteer 

312. Taras Fedirko, anthropologist, research- 
er 

313. Daria Pysaruk, student 

314. Anna Schlegel, employee 

315. Polina Pysaruk, student 

316. Victoria Levchenko, researcher, engi- 
neer, activist 

317. Christina Cherniievska, artist 

318. Sofiya Chotyrbok, artist 

319. Tetiana Burlachenko 

320. Vyacheslav Bondarenko, PhD student 
321. Oksana Prokhorovych, PhD student, 
translator 

322. Oksana Potapova, activist and feminist 
researcher 

323. Alina Horodyska, photographer, psy- 
chology student 


Afghans & Iranians on Palestine 
Published October 9, 2023. 
The issue of Palestine is the issue of statism’s bankruptcy! 


In recent days, we have witnessed a renewed conflict in the Palestinian 
region and an attack by the Islamist! group Hamas on the lands under 
the control of the Israeli government, which was unprecedented in the 
past years or even decades. This incident shows more than anything that 
the Palestinian issue, which everyone liked to consider a “dead” issue, 

is still alive and with no apparent end in sight, at least as long as the 
governments exist! 


The ancient land of Palestine belongs, first of all, to the people of this 
land. The people who once had a peaceful and happy life are now being 
slaughtered for decades in the meat grinder of nationalist and Islamist 
ideologies and the temptation to form Jewish, Arab, and Islamic govern- 
ments. The lives of the Jewish people, the Arab people, and others living 
in this region are being played as pawns by the governments and corrupt 
politicians inside and outside this geography, and the opportunity for a 
healthy and safe life is taken away from them. 


From the United States to Iran with their interferences, from the Israeli 
government suppressing and usurping the land of the Palestinian Arab 
people to Islamist groups such as Hamas and Islamic Jihad, who have 
used innocent people as human shields for their reactionary and inhu- 
mane ideology, they are all complicit and responsible for this situation. 
even if they appear to be the opposite and enemies to each other. 


Palestine is a perfect mirror of what anarchists have been shouting 
throughout history: As long as governments exist, there will be no peace 
and security. 


Signed, 
Federation of Anarchism Era, Anarchist Union of Afghanistan & Iran 
Instagram: @asranarshism | Twitter/X: @anarshist 


Editors note: 

1. The editing team, which includes Muslims, feels that it is 
necessary to provide context for the term “Islamism” for a Western 
audience to combat ignorance and Islamophobic narratives. 


Islamism refers to currents of fundamentalist Islamic political 
thought that formed as a reactionary anti-imperialist response 

to Western colonialism. Islamist groups seek to establish Muslim 
majority states governed by conservative traditions of Shari’a and are 
inspired by a nostaligic and glorified Islamic past. 


Islamism is not representative of liberatory Islamic traditions 
practiced by Muslim communities fighting for an anti-authoritarian 
future. 


149. Anna Zakharchenko, student 

150. Alyssa Naryzhny 

151. Marta Iwanek, photographer, filmmaker 
152. elliott miskovicz 

153. Anna Lykhohliad, researcher 

154. Diana Yehorova, researcher and artist 
155. Polina Piddubna, director 

156. Tetiana Sokolnykova, arts mediator, 
coordinator and facilitator of socio-cultural 
projects 

157. Mariia Kovtun 

158. Anna Nykytiuk, artist 

159. Maria Panchenko, cultural worker 
160. Julia Kosova, social activist 

161. Daryna Miahka, activist 

162. Madina Mahomedova, multimedia 
artist & graphic designer 

163. Varvara Spilt, student, artist, director 
164. Oleksandra Marushchak, animator 
165. Roman Levin, activist 

166. Katia Denysova, art historian and 
curator 

167. Di Horban, artist 

168. Sam Veremchuk, PhD student 

169. Antonina Mambyk, public sector 

170. Olena Lyubchenko 

171. Bohdana Andrieieva, web-designer 
172. Bogdana Yakovenko, photographer, 
activist, volunteer 

173. Artem Remizovskyi, culturologist, trade 
union activist “Direct Action” 

174. Khromyi Denys, anarchist, translator, 
student, essayist 

175. Filyuk Kateryna, curator 

176. Oleksii Popovych, student 

177. Oksana Demidova, artist 

178. Nataliya Gubenko, business consultant 
179. Yelyzaveta Monastyrova, PhD candidate 
180. Marty Horobiichenko, artist 

181. Aldushchenkov Evgen, worker 

182. Nina Sodin, animator 

183. Daryna Prudnikova, student 

184. Mohsen Timoor Raphatovich, student 
185. Mosiychuk Andriy, web designer 

186. Kyrylo Chehrynets 

187. Michael Nikitiuk, cook 

188. Yuliya Gwilym, illustrator and author 
189. Aliona Sydorenko, clinical counsellor 
190. Sakara Oleksandra, freelancer 

191. Valeriia Bondarieva, climate justice 
activist 

192. Kateryna Kasianenko, researcher 


193. Iryna Kulinich, digital artist 

194. Yevheniia Vasylenko, compliance 
specialist 

195. Ivan Bychkov, student 

196. Asia Tsisar, curator, researcher 

197. Alice Zhuravel, social actor and entre- 
preneur 

198. Karolina Gulshani, artist 

199. Kachan Anna, QA engineer 

200. Mariia Zadvorna 

201. Ganna Zakharchenko, architect, artist 
202. Leontyuk Yuliia, legal scholar 

203. Viktoriia Markova, volunteer, graphic 
designer 

204. Anastasia Orydoroha 

205. Anya Tsaruk, photographer 

206. Iuliia Kandaurova 

207. Kate Zavertailo, translator 

208. Maksym Shumakoy, activist 

209. Yuliia Palamarchuk, architect 

210. Katya Gritseva, artist 

211. Khrystyna Slobodianyk, doctor 

212. Slobodianiuk Daryna, mama 

213. Iryna Ullah, home wife 

214. Alla Zhyvotova, artist 

215. Rachitska Katerina 

216. Iryna Krupenko, bartender 

217. Larisa Sayej, doctor 

218. Alisa Pogrebna-Raizman, PhD student 
at the University of Warsaw 

219. Olena Mykhalska 

220. Azarova Kateryna, IT programmer 
221. Oksana Arkhypchuk, educator 

222. Olena Haies, housewife 

223. Viktoria Sergienko, director of educa- 
tional centre 

224, Balytska Yana 

225. Maryna Shapovalova, housewife 

226. Alieva Viktoriia, pedagogue 

227. Asiya Umm Yahya, kids writer 

228. Polina Skrynnikova, assistant, humani- 
tarian NGO 

229. Diana Bishtavi, dentist 

230. Iryna Baraniuk, mother 

231. Tetik Serafyma, teacher 

232. Alina Volosiuk, engineer, in maternity 
leave 

233. Olena Malakhova 

234. Maria Dibrova, finance student 

235. Orlova Anastasiia, owner of small 
business 

236. Yevheniia Holovachova, beauty master 
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69. Kostiantyn Maleoniuk, activist 

70. Daryna Mamaisur, filmmaker, visual 
artist, researcher 

71. Daniil Marchenko, bike messenger, cook 
72. Anastasia Marusii, art historian 

73. Mykyta Mikhalkoy, student, volunteer 
74. Andrii Myroshnychenko, cultural manag- 
er and translator 

75. Pavlo Molochko, signaller in the AFoU 
76. Andriy Movchan, publicist 

77. Serhii Movchan, left activist, volunteer 
78. Zarina Netovkina 

79. Zhanna Ohanesian, researcher, humani- 
tarian worker 

80. Kateryna Olieshko, artist, activist, cre- 
ative producer 

81. Olga Papash, researcher, producer, 
volunteer 

82. Anton Parambul, soldier 

83. Mariia Pastukh, activist, head of Ukraine 
solidarity collective “Vsesvit” 

84. Valerii Petrov, game maker 

85. Julie Poly, artist 

86. Mariia Ponomarova, film director, cre- 
ative producer 

87. Zakhar Popovych, activist 

88. Nina Potarska, researcher 

89. Dariia Puhach, computer linguist 

90. Olha Pylypenko, art manager 

91. Anna Rebrii, journalist, PhD student, 
activist 

92. Maksym Romanenko, doctor 

93. Marta Romankiv, artist, researcher, PhD 
fellow at Academy of Fine Arts in Gdansk 
94. Betty Roytburd, artist, curator 

95. Kseniia Rybak, researcher 

96. Bohdana Rybenchuk 

97. Mariia Salan, artist 

98. Abdula Sarkhan, digital artist 

99. Yulia Serdyukova, film producer 

100. Mariia Shynkarenko, researcher 

101. Maria Sonevytsky, professor, researcher 
102. Veronika Stancheva, psychologist 

103. Vladyslav Starodubtsev, historian 

104. Oleksandr Svitych, researcher 

105. Olena Syrbu, researcher, cultural worker 
106. Nasty Teor, graphic artist and designer 
107. Natasha Tseliuba, feminist, activist, 
artist, curator 

108. Dr. Nataliya Tchermalykh, University 
of Geneva 
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109. Marharyta Tokarieva researcher, 
filmmaker 

110. Leo Trotsenko, artist 

111. Viacheslav Tsyba, philosopher, transla- 
tor, editor 

112. Elen Udud 

113. Tetiana Usova, translator, filmmaker 
114. Kateryna Volochniuk, researcher 
115. Valeriia Voronova fashion influencer, 
digital creator, interior designer 

116. Bogdana Yakovenko, photographer, 
activist, volunteer 

117. Mariana Yaremchyshyna, culture work- 
er, activist 

118. Aisha Yusupova, translator 

119. Fattukh Zhalal, student of international 
economic relations 

120. Roma Zimenko, humanitarian worker 
121. Yevheniia Stepko, editor 

122. Oksana Karpovych, filmmaker 

123. Rita Adel, research analyst 

124. Olena Martynchuk, cultural anthropol- 
ogist 

125. Kris Maslyuk, student 

126. Oleksandra Hryhorenko, translator 
127. Arsenii Kniazkov, film researcher 
128. Olena Mykhaylova, researcher 

129. Islam Dabank, poet and company 
manager 

130. Diana Khalilova, artist 

131. Sylvestr Kozurak, artist 

132. Vitalii Zalozetskyi, philosopher 

133. Denys Gorbach, social researcher 
134, Mykhaylo Maliarenko, military 

135. Alexandra Paul Zotov, Museum 

136. Tasha Gnatenko 

137. Ira Tantsiura, activist, researcher 
138. Oleksandra Chernomashyntseva, 
volunteer, stage designer 

139. Ostap Bohoslavets, researcher 

140. Anton Karyuk, artist 

141. Tania Banakh, historian 

142. babych kateryna, activist 

143. Stepan Bilousov, student 

144. Iryna Tsiuk, proofreader 

145. Mila Teshaieva, photographer, film 
director 

146. Oleksiy Godz, architect 

147. Mariia Goubernik, psychotherapist, 
activist 

148. xenia mil’ushkina, activist, online 
influencer 


Hongkongers & Tibetans on Palestine 
Published on October 20, 2023. 


We must embrace a truly liberatory politics that recognizes the shared fates 
of all fighting against oppression. 


As overseas Hongkongers and Tibetans based in the US, UK, 
and Canada, we wholly condemn the Israeli apartheid state’s 
settler-colonial occupation of Palestine and support Palestinian 
liberation. We call on the US, UK, and Canadian governments 
to withdraw military support to Israel, demand Israel to cease 
its attacks on Gaza, and end the genocidal siege. We also call 
on our fellow exiled and diaspora communities to stand in 
solidarity with Palestinian liberation. 


Solidarity does not entail conflating different experiences of 
oppression and suffering. However, we hope to point out that 
colonizers often share the same tools. The People’s Republic of 
China (PRC)’s elite police academies have sought to “explore 
the successful experience of Israel’s anti-terror strategies” to 
apply to East Turkestan. China’s Minority Ethnic Commis- 
sioner has suggested the state should draw upon Israeli settler 
strategies—as well as historic American and Russian expansion- 
ism—in its own colonization of Uyghur and Tibetan land. As 
our oppressors and colonizers borrow tactics from each other, 
we, as the oppressed and colonized, lend each other our un- 
derstanding and solidarity. It is in this vein that we urge fellow 
Hongkongers and Tibetans to understand Palestinian suffering 
in its own context. 


The Palestine-based Birzeit University’s Union of Teachers and 
Employees have said: “We do not need to speak of our right to 
resist, for it is not a right, but a way of being and survival for 
Palestinians” and that “there is no moral equivalence between 


the colonizer and the colonized” Despite how mainstream media 
portrays the events in Gaza, we must be clear that this tragedy is not 
a conflict between two equal sides, let alone sparked by unprovoked 
aggression by Palestinians against Israelis. Supported by multiple 
major superpowers with vast resources, Israel has threatened and 
displaced Palestinians over the last 75 years. These displacements 
and the military violence used to enforce it has marked itself in the 
collective memory of Palestinians as the Nakba, literally catastrophe. 
Israel has systematically crushed Palestinian civil society and dispos- 
sessed them of their land over decades. 


This current campaign against Gaza shows the extent of the power 
Israel holds over Palestinians. Israeli officials have cut off food, fuel, 
water, and electricity in Gaza after Hamas’ attack. Israel is bomb- 
ing hospitals, schools, and homes—even using white phosphorus in 
densely populated areas, which violates international humanitarian 
laws. As Israeli historian of Holocaust Studies Raz Segal puts it, 
“Israel’s genocidal assault on Gaza is quite explicit, open, and un- 
ashamed.” 


Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians have been displaced in Gaza, 
with hundreds murdered and thousands injured every day. Israel is 
ethnically cleansing Palestinians, instructing millions to relocate from 
North to South Gaza in less than a day—then proceeding to bomb 
the only escape route along with another humanitarian corridor. The 
UN has decried Israel’s plan as one which will have “devastating hu- 
manitarian consequences.’ We mourn the elders, wounded, disabled, 
and all those who are unable to flee to so-called “safer terrain” 


It is crucial to emphasize that our solidarity as Hongkongers and 
Tibetans comes from understanding this long historical perspective 
of colonialism and apartheid. Our solidarity includes grief for all vic- 
tims who have borne the cost of violent settler colonialism, a project 
that spills blood inside and outside the fence. Israel and its allies have 
been consistently speaking in the language of genocidal violence to- 
wards Palestine, suppressing many attempts at nonviolent responses 
from Palestine, such as the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) 
movement. The constant suppression of nonviolent tactics with 
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Signatures (as of 2023/11/23) 


1. Volodymyr Artiukh, researcher 

2. Levon Azizian, human rights lawyer 

3. Diana Azzuz, artist, musician 

4. Taras Bilous, editor 

5. Oksana Briukhovetska, artist, researcher, 
University of Michigan 

6. Artem Chapeye, writer 

7. Valentyn Dolhochub, researcher, soldier 
8. John-Paul Himka, professor emeritus, 
University of Alberta 

9. Karina Al Khmuz, biomedical engineer 
programmer 

10. Yuliia Kishchuk, researcher 

11. Amina Ktefan, fashion influencer, digital 
creator 

12. Svitlana Matviyenko, media scholar, SFU; 
Associate Director of Digital Democracies 
Institute 

13. Maria Mayerchyk, scholar 

14. Vitalii Pavliuk, writer, translator 

15. Sashko Protyah, filmmaker, volunteer 
16. Oleksiy Radynski, filmmaker 

17. Mykola Ridnyi, artist and filmmaker 

18. Daria Saburova, researcher, activist 

19. Alexander Skyba, labour activist 

20. Darya Tsymbalyuk, researcher 

21. Nelia Vakhovska, translator 

22. Yuliya Yurchenko, researcher, translator, 
activist 

23. Iryna Zamuruieva, ecofeminist research- 
er, artist, climate & land policy project 
manager 

24, Alisha Andani, history of art student 
25. Daga Anosova, curator, researcher, UCL 
SSEES 

26. Lilya Badekha, activist, culturologist, 
social media manager of the Spilne journal 
27. Anastasia Bobrova, researcher 

28. Anastasiia Bobrovska, dj, activist, digital 
strategy consultant 

29. Mariana Bodnaruk, researcher 

30. Yuriy Boyko, researcher, scientific 
assistant 

31. Vladislava Chepurko 

32. Daria Demia, artist 

33. Olena Dmytryk, researcher 

34, Olha Dobrovolska, teacher, culture 
researcher 

35. Svitlana Dolbysheva, artist, filmmaker 
36. Hanna Dosenko, anthropologist 


37. Vitalii Dudin, activist of NGO ‘Sotsialnyi 
Rukh 

38. Oksana Dutchak, sociologist 

39. Nastya Dzyuban, choreographer and 
performer 

40. Kateryna Farbar, journalist 

41. Taras Gembik, culture worker, co-or- 
ganizer of SDK Slonecznik at Musuem of 
Modern Art in Warsaw 

42. Anna Greszta researcher, co-founder of 
Collect4Ukraine 

43. Olenka Gu, sociologist 

44, Nataliya Gumenyuk, journalist 

45. Tetiana Hanzha, documentary film 
director 

46. Andrii Hulianytskyi, researcher 

47. Serhii Ishchenko, journalist 

48. Hanna Karpishena 

49. Milena Khomchenko, curator and writer, 
chief editor of SONIAKH digest 

50. Daria Khrystych, researcher, activist 
51. Amira Khussein, fashion business 
manager 

52. Kyrylo Klymenko, historian 

53. Lyuba Knorozok, producer, documentary 
filmmaker 

54. Oleksandra Kokhan, researcher 

55. Vladyslav Kononok, project manager 
56. Mariia Kosenko, translator 

57. Olga Kostyrko, independent researcher, 
activist, editor 

58. Iaroslav Kovalchuk, PhD Candidate, 
historian 

59. Anna Kovtoniuk, software developer 
60. Dmytro Kozak, PhD candidate, anthro- 
pologist 

61. Ruslana Koziienko, PhD candidate, social 
anthropologist 

62. Yustyna Kravchuk, cultural worker, 
translator 

63. Yulia Krivich, artist, co-organizer of SDK 
Slonecznik at Museum of Modern Art in 
Warsaw, PhD fellow at Academy of Arts in 
Krakow, Poland 

64. Amir Ktefan, personal translator and 
voice over artist 

65. Olexii Kuchanskyi, researcher, film 
programmer 

66. Veronika Kulak, student of business 
economics 

67. Yuliia Kulish, researcher 

68. Kateryna Lysovenko, artist 
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tism. At the same time, we also oppose holding all Jewish people all 
over the world accountable for the politics of the state of Israel and 
we condemn anti-Semitic violence, such as the mob attack on the 
airplane in Daghestan, Russia. We also reject the revival of the “war 
on terror” rhetoric used by the US and EU to justify war crimes and 
violations of international law that have undermined the internation- 
al security system, caused countless deaths, and has been borrowed 
by other states, including Russia for the war in Chechnya and China 
for the Uyghur genocide. Now Israel is using it to carry out ethnic 
cleansing. 


Call to Action: 


We urge the implementation of the call to ceasefire, put forward 
by the UN General Assembly resolution. 


We call on the Israeli government to immediately stop attacks on 
civilians, and provide humanitarian aid; we insist on an immediate 
and indefinite lifting of siege on Gaza and an urgent relief operation 
to restore civilian infrastructure. We also call on the Israeli gov- 
ernment to put an end to the occupation and recognise the right of 
Palestinian displaced people to return to their lands. 


We call on the Ukrainian government to condemn the use of state 
sanctioned terror and humanitarian blockade against the Gazan civil- 
ian population and reaffirm the Palestinian people’s right to self-de- 
termination. We also call on the Ukrainian government to condemn 
deliberate assaults on Palestinians in the occupied West Bank. 


We call on the international media to stop pitting Palestinians and 
Ukrainians against each other, where hierarchies of suffering perpet- 
uate racist rhetoric and dehumanize those under attack. 


We have witnessed the world uniting in solidarity for the people of 


Ukraine and we call on everyone to do the same for the people of 
Palestine. 
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violence has led to this moment. 


Some of our own movements hold to principles of nonviolence, 
but we recognize other forms of resistance that were crucial in our 
movements’ histories. We call attention to how liberals’ emphasis 
on “nonviolence” is often used to delegitimize decolonial struggles. 
We also highlight the hypocrisy of Western media in their portray- 
al of different decolonial struggles. As Tibetans—a people who are 
fetishized as ideal “nonviolent resistors’—we strongly condemn the 
ways in which the West has deployed the rhetoric of nonviolence to 
distract from the genocide unfolding in Palestine. In a similar vein, 
we remember the silence and inaction from the international com- 
munity during the 2018-2019 March of Return, when Palestinians 
peacefully marched towards the border and were shot at indiscrim- 
inately. 266 Palestinians were killed and over 30,398 wounded, 
16,027 of whom were children. We also wish to emphasize the ways 
in which nonviolent protest has been actively criminalized through 
anti-BDS Laws, as well as the policing and banning of Palestine 
Solidarity Protests in France, Germany, and numerous other na- 
tion-states. 


The PRC has politically and economically supported Israel along- 
side the US, even as it performatively supports the Palestinian cause. 
This has made it incredibly difficult to translate the experience of 
resisting violent regimes to our communities, let alone to those who 
have never had the experience of being caught between oppressors. 
Few understand the terrible toll of grappling with such strategic and 
tactical questions, when an oppressed people have exhausted every 
possible peaceful option, only to be met with ever more state vio- 
lence at every turn. 


These are questions we have grappled with in our own movements 
for self-determination. In many such movements, we have asked: 
what constitutes proportional response to oppression? What is jus- 
tified violence? Who on the international stage can offer us material 
rather than symbolic support? Even when some in our movements 
pursued tactics that some of us disagreed with, we refuse to accept 
that they delegitimize the entirety of our movements—instead, we 


struggle through the contradictions and manifest the movements that 
we want to see. 


We call on those in our communities to be in solidarity with Pales- 
tine—to reject a shallow perfunctory politics that does not uphold 
nor affirm the humanity of the Palestinian people, and to embrace 
truly liberatory politics that recognizes the shared fates and humani- 
ty of all fighting against oppression. From this essential solidarity, we 
call on those in our communities to bring our knowledge of Chinese 
collaboration with Israel, such as Chinese investments, technolo- 

gy, and trade support. We encourage our communities to use this 
information to support the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) 
campaign and identify more ways to interrupt the supply chains that 
support Israeli apartheid. Words are free. Actions are felt. 


From the river to the sea! 


“We know too well that our freedom is incomplete without the free- 
dom of the Palestinians; without the resolution of conflicts in East 
Timor, the Sudan and other parts of the world” —Nelson Mandela, 
Address by President Nelson Mandela at International Day of Soli- 
darity with Palestinian People, Pretoria, 4 December 1997. 


Signed, 
Anonymous Tibetans and Hongkongers 


Read the Chinese version here: https://lausancollective.com/2023/ 
overseas-hongkongers-tibetans-solidarity-palestine-chinese/ 


hospitals, on bus stops, in queues for bread. As a result of the Rus- 
sian occupation, thousands of people in Ukraine live without access 
to water, electricity or heating, and it is the most vulnerable groups 
that are mostly affected by the destruction of critical infrastructure. 
In the months of the siege and heavy bombardment of Mariupol 
there was no humanitarian corridor. Watching the Israeli targeting 
the civilian infrastructure in Gaza, the Israeli humanitarian blockade 
and occupation of land resonates especially painfully with us. From 
this place of pain of experience and solidarity, we call on our fellow 
Ukrainians globally and all the people to raise their voices in support 
of the Palestinian people and condemn the ongoing Israeli mass 
ethnic cleansing. 


We reject the Ukrainian government statements that express un- 
conditional support for Israel’s military actions, and we consider 

the calls to avoid civilian casualties by Ukraine’s MFA belated and 
insufficient. This position is a retreat from the support of Palestinian 
rights and condemnation of the Israeli occupation, which Ukraine 
has followed for decades, including voting in the UN. Aware of the 
pragmatic geopolitical reasoning behind Ukraine’s decision to echo 
Western allies, on whom we are dependent for our survival, we see 
the current support of Israel and dismissing Palestinian right to 
self-determination as contradictory to Ukraine’s own commitment to 
human rights and fight for our land and freedom. We as Ukrainians 
should stand in solidarity not with the oppressors, but with those 
who experience and resist the oppression. 


We strongly object to equating of Western military aid to Ukraine 
and Israel by some politicians. Ukraine doesn’t occupy the territories 
of other people, instead, it fights against the Russian occupation, and 
therefore international assistance serves a just cause and the protec- 
tion of international law. Israel has occupied and annexed Palestinian 
and Syrian territories, and Western aid to it confirms an unjust order 
and demonstrates double standards in relation to international law. 


We oppose the new wave of Islamophobia, such as the brutal murder 


of a Palestinian American 6-year old and assault on his family in IIli- 
nois, USA, and the equating of any criticism of Israel with anti-Semi 
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colonial expansion. The Palestinians were forced to exile, fragmented 
and administered under different regimes. Some of them are Israe- 

li citizens affected by structural discrimination and racism. Those 
living in the occupied West Bank are subjected to apartheid under 
decades of Israel’s military control. The people of the Gaza Strip 
have suffered from the blockade imposed by Israel since 2006, which 
restricted movement of people and goods, resulting in growing pov- 
erty and deprivation. 


Since the 7th of October and at the time of writing the death toll in 
the Gaza Strip is more than 8,500 people. Women and children have 
made up more than 62 percent of the fatalities, while more than 
21,048 people have been injured. In recent days, Israel has bombed 
schools, residential areas, Greek Orthodox Church and several hos- 
pitals. Israel has also cut all water, electricity, and fuel supply in the 
Gaza Strip. There is a severe shortage of food and medicine, causing 
a total collapse of a healthcare system. 


Most of the Western and Israeli media justifies these deaths as mere 
collateral damage to fighting Hamas but is silent when it comes to 
Palestinian civilians targeted and killed in the Occupied West Bank. 
Since the beginning of 2023 alone, and before October 7, the death 
toll on the Palestinian side had already reached 227. Since the 7 of 
October, 121 Palestinian civilians have been killed in the occupied 
West Bank. More than 10,000 Palestinian political prisoners are cur- 
rently detained in Israeli prisons. Lasting peace and justice are only 
possible with the end of the ongoing occupation. Palestinians have 
the right to self-determination and resistance against Israeli’s occupa- 
tion, just like Ukrainians have the right to resist Russian invasion. 


Our solidarity comes from a place of anger at the injustice, and a 
place of deep pain of knowing the devastating impacts of occupa- 
tion, shelling of civil infrastructure, and humanitarian blockade from 
experiences in our homeland. Parts of Ukraine have been occupied 
since 2014, and the international community failed to stop Russian 
aggression then, ignoring the imperial and colonial nature of the 
armed violence, which consequently escalated on the 24th of Febru- 
ary 2022. Civilians in Ukraine are shelled daily, in their homes, in 
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Kurds on Palestine 
Published on October 18, 2023. 


Statement of solidarity with Palestinians, Armenians, and all children of 
occupation. 


As our Kurdish communities endure the violence carried out by yet 
another Turkish offensive against the Autonomous Administrationo 
of North and East Syria, we want to affirm our unconditional soli- 

darity with all nations living under colonial violence. 


In the past few weeks we have seen the complete ethnic cleansing of 
Arsakh by Azeri forces, an escalation of attacks by Turkey on public 
infrastructure, governing bodies, and civilians in Rojava, and we are 
currently watching Israel carry out a genocide in Gaza. 


We refuse to carry the burden of justifying our struggles as bombs 
rain down on our schools and hospitals. We refuse to entertain the 
notion that depraved heads of state can patiently be persuaded to 
acknowledge our humanity. We refuse to appeal to the moral senses 
of immoral warmongerers who view all of us, collectively, as a target. 


The distinction between right and wrong is as clear as the devasta- 
tion we bear witness to every day. As one side wages war to contin- 
ue a legacy of subjugation and oppression, the other fights in defense 
of its freedom and existence. 


Our right to exist is undeniable. Our right to live on our land is 
unquestionable. Any attack on our right to self-defense is a call for 
our extermination. 


Freedom is in sight. 
Signed, 


CityKurds 
Instagram: @citykurds 


Syrians on Palestine 
Published November 10, 2023. 


We, Syrians united in the revolutionary struggle against the Assad 
regime and its imperialist sponsors, stand firmly and unequivocally 
with the Palestinian people in Gaza, the West Bank and across his- 
toric Palestine, in their fight for liberation from Israeli colonisation, 
occupation and apartheid. 


The scale of the current violence in Gaza is unprecedented. A be- 
sieged population is trapped under bombardment with no safe space 
to flee to. Close to 10,000 have been killed in the Israeli onslaught, 
more than 3760 of whom are children, as thousands more remain 
trapped under rubble. Hospitals, schools and homes have been 
deliberately targeted. Prohibited weapons such as white phosphorus 
have been used against a civilian population, in the most densely 
populated place on earth. Water, electricity and food supplies have 
been cut and aid is not getting to those in need. Hospitals, overflow- 
ing with the injured, are on the brink of collapse. Israel has been 
given a green light for this slaughter by western states as the Arab 
dictatorships stand by. In the West Bank, scores of Palestinians have 
been killed in recent days, as occupation forces and settlers try to 
drive more people from their homes, and attacks on and arrests of 
Palestinians have increased across historic Palestine. And we remem- 
ber those Palestinians languishing in prison, hostages to the Israeli 
occupation. 


Yet this Israeli war against the Palestinian people did not start on 7 
October. It dates back to the signing of the Balfour Declaration in 
1917 and the subsequent expulsion and dispossession of Palestin- 
ians from their land since 1948. The Palestinian cause started with 
the occupation of Palestine by the settler colony of Israel which has 
since perpetuated massacres, mass expulsion, erasure, detention and 
apartheid rule against the Palestinian indigenous population. We fear 
such measures and more land-grabs will increase under the current 
far-right government in Israel which has made very clear its racism, 
savagery and genocidal intent. 


Ukrainians on Palestine 
Published November 2, 2023. 


We, Ukrainian researchers, artists, political and labour activists, 
members of civil society stand in solidarity with the people of Pales- 
tine who for 75 years have been subjected and resisted Israeli mili- 
tary occupation, separation, settler colonial violence, ethnic cleansing, 
land dispossession and apartheid. We write this letter as people to 
people. The dominant discourse on the governmental level and even 
among solidarity groups that support the struggles of Ukrainians and 
Palestinians often creates separation. With this letter we reject these 
divisions, and affirm our solidarity with everyone who is oppressed 
and struggling for freedom. 


As activists committed to freedom, human rights, democracy and 
social justice, and while fully acknowledging power differentials, we 
firmly condemn attacks on civilian populations — be they Israelis 
attacked by Hamas or Palestinians attacked by the Israeli occupation 
forces and armed settler gangs. Deliberate targeting of civilians is a 
war crime. Yet this is no justification for the collective punishment of 
Palestinian people, identifying all residents of Gaza with Hamas and 
the indiscriminate use of the term “terrorism” applied to the whole 
Palestinian resistance. Nor is this a justification of continuation of 
the ongoing occupation. Echoing multiple UN resolutions, we know 
that there will be no lasting peace without justice for the Palestinian 
people. 


On October 7 we witnessed Hamas’ violence against the civilians in 
Israel, an event that is now singled out by many to demonize and 
dehumanize Palestinian resistance altogether. Hamas, a reactionary 
islamist organization, needs to be seen in a wider historical context 
and decades of Israel encroaching on Palestinian land, long before 
this organization came to exist in the late 1980s. During the Nakba 
(“catastrophe”) of 1948, more than 700,000 Palestinians were bru- 
tally displaced from their homes, with entire villages massacred and 
destroyed. Since its creation Israel has never stopped pursuing its 
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Donate to organizations that provide humanitarian aid to Palestin- 
ians, such as Medical Aid for Palestinians (map.org.uk) and Palestine 
Children’s Relief Fund (perf.net). 


Read books; The Hundred Years’ War on Palestine, Nakba: Palestine, 
1948, and the Claims of Memory, On Palestine, Fateful 


Call your representative and demand for an end to the Gaza 
genocide. 


Signed, 


Free Uyghur Now 
Instagram: @freeuyghurnow 
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Our solidarity is rooted in our inherent humanity and shared culture, 
history and heritage. Prior to the British and French occupations 

and advent of the modern nation states within Sykes-Picot borders, 
the peoples of bilad ash-sham were closely connected. Since the 
expulsion of Palestinians from their lands in 1948, we Syrians have 
adopted the Palestinian cause as our own. This has been reflected in 
our poetry, music, civic discourse and armed resistance. Syrians wel- 
comed Palestinian refugees as they arrived in our cities, and Palestin- 
ians in Syria became embedded within the fabric of our society. 


Whilst the Syrian people have always stood with the Palestinian 
cause, the Assad regime has used it as a rhetorical tool which, far 
from liberating Palestine, has instead led to increased oppression 
within Syria’s borders. 


During the 1967 war, as defence minister, Hafez al-Assad ordered 
the Syrian army to retreat from the Golan Heights before any Israeli 
troops had arrived. The Syrian Golan has been subject to brutal 
Israeli occupation and colonisation, severed from the Syrian home- 
land and intentionally marginalised by the Assad regime and wider 
region. The Golan Heights remain confined by Israeli colonisation, 
the genocidal Assad regime and geo-political schemes. 


When the Lebanese civil war erupted, Hafez al-Assad loudly declared 
Syria’s support for the Palestinian-Muslim-Leftist alliance against 
the pro-Israel Falangists. But when the Falangists appeared at risk of 
defeat in 1976, Assad ordered the Syrian army to intervene against 
the pro-Palestinian alliance. The Assad regime slaughtered up to 
1500 Palestinian civilians in camps in Lebanon, most notably at Tel 
Za’atar. 


At home, the regime declared a State of Emergency which suspended 
Syrians’ political and civil rights in the name of resistance to Israel, 
all the while carefully protecting the false border with the occupied 
Golan Heights. Both Syrians and Palestinians were arrested if they 
dared take any cultural, political or military initiative against the Is- 
raeli occupation. One case is that of Tal al-Mallouhi, a Syrian teenag- 
er who blogged in support of Palestine. She wrote articles and poems 


which encouraged Syrians, Arabs and Muslims to do more to help 
Palestinians. For this ‘crime’, the Assad regime threw her in prison in 
2009. She remains in prison today. 


When our revolution erupted, Syrians and Palestinians in Syria stood 
shoulder to shoulder. We worked together to supply food and med- 
icine to besieged communities, to organise strikes and marches, and 
to build democratic alternatives to the murderous regime. 


Because Palestinians and Syrians stood together for freedom and 
dignity, the Assad regime attacked Palestinian camps as fiercely as it 
assaulted Syrian cities. The Palestinian camp in Daraa and the Raml 
camp in Lattakia were among those bombed and besieged. 


The Yarmouk camp, on the outskirts of Damascus, was known as 
‘the capital of the Palestinian diaspora’. Its residents initially adopted 
a position of neutrality in the revolution, but for many that changed 
in May 2011 when the regime encouraged Palestinians to demon- 
strate on the Golan border to commemorate the Nakba and then 
failed to intervene as youth were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers. 
In December 2012, the Abdul Qadir Al Husseini mosque, was shelled 
by regime warplanes, killing many of the internally displaced people 
who were sheltering inside. A five-year siege was imposed on the 
camp and residents were subjected to slow starvation and a lack of 
essential supplies. Comparisons were made at the time with the bru- 
tal Israeli (and Egyptian) imposed siege on Gaza. Following intense 
bombardment in April 2018 which destroyed much of the camp’s 
infrastructure, families were forcibly displaced, for many this was a 
second Nakba. Scores are now prevented from returning, as their 
homes have been expropriated under new ‘development’ plans from 
which regime loyalists benefit — despite the objections of former 
residents. 


The Action Group for Palestinians of Syria (AGPS) has document- 
ed 4,048 Palestinians killed in Syria since 2011. Of these, 614 died 
under torture in regime prisons and 205 died due to the siege on 
Yarmouk camp. Others were killed by regime bombing or execution 
by regime loyalists. 
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Uyghurs on Palestine 
Published on October 27. 2023. 


Free Uyghur Now stands with the people of Palestine and unequivo- 
cally condemns the genocidal acts in Gaza. 


These last two weeks of retaliative violence and collective punish- 
ment are among the latest in a long history of Israel’s unjust and 
illegal apartheid regime. Palestinians have been forced into a slow 
death through mass murder and blockade, in what is the world’s 
largest open-air prison, killing hundreds of civilians each year for 
over 75 years. 


Since the siege, Israel has targeted universities, schools, hospitals, 
and homes, killing thousands of innocent Palestinians, bombing even 
those attempting to escape. 


We recognize that the displacement of more than a million Palestin- 
ians in Gaza, starvation of essentatial needs, and intentional massa- 
cre of Palestinian men, women, and children constitutes as ethnic 
cleansing and genocide. 


From Occupied East Turkestan to Occupied Palestine, we reject any 
form of occupation. We urgently call for an immediate ceasefire, 
recognition and end to the genocide in Gaza, access to humanitarian 
aid, and the dismantlement of Israeli occupation. 


How you can help Palestine: 

Share news and elevate Palestinian voices - education and awareness 
is important. Follow @ahmedhijazee, @motasem. Mortaja, @motaz_ 
azaiza, @byplestia for live updates from the ground. 

Engage in the BDS (Boycott, Divestments, Sanctions) movement 


to ensure that your money is not funding the ethnic cleansing and 
genocide of Palestinians. 


1 


cheerfully replies, “It’s my duty” 


This, too, is what we believe to be our duty. We support Palestinians’ 
right to self-determination not out of self-interest, and irrespective 
of what their views on Taiwan are-just as we also supported the A4 
Movement in China even if it may be that many Chinese did not 
have views supportive of Taiwan’s self-determination. To this end, we 
support Indigenous peoples’ struggle for self-determination in Tai- 
wan as they resist Han settler colonialism, and recognise the neces- 
sity of working towards truth, reconciliation, and transitional justice 
in the Taiwanese independence movement. Our support for Palestin- 
ian self-determination is politically and morally consistent with our 
advocacy for Taiwanese independence. From the river to the sea— 
freedom for Palestine means a step toward freedom for us all. 


In closing, we would like to offer the following resources for con- 
structing solidarity between peripheries: https://linktr.ee/chinese- 
gazainfo 


Signed, 


New Bloom 
Instagram: @newbloommag | Twitter/X: @newbloommag 
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We do not wish to centre ourselves, but expose the interconnected- 
ness of our struggles. Syrians feel deep solidarity with the Palestinian 
plight, one which comes from the shared experience of resistance to 
tyranny, a desire for freedom and self-determination, and the trauma 
of war. In towns and cities across the country, Syrians have taken to 
the streets to protest the genocide currently underway in Gaza and 
show solidarity with the Palestinian resistance. In Aleppo, doctors, 
who have faced the regime and Russia’s targeting of hospitals, have 
protested against Israel’s targeting of hospitals in the Gaza Strip. 

In Idlib, humanitarian workers, who know what it is like to pull 
children from the rubble, stood to show their solidarity. In Sweida, 
where daily protests continue against the regime, the Palestinian flag 
flew high. Numerous towns in northwestern Syria have taken to the 
streets for Palestine, despite a serious military escalation over the 
past month and being subjected to daily bombing including the use 
of white phosphorus by the regime on civilian homes. Northwestern 
Syria is currently facing the most intensified bombardment by the 
regime since 2020, wherein over 120,000 Syrians have been inter- 
nally displaced in the last month alone. 


In the diaspora, we have joined protests in the countries of our exile. 
We know the experience of displacement and dispossession - we 
have lived a Nakba of our own. Syrians stand with Gaza because we 
share the horror and pain of state violence - we mourn every Pales- 
tinian death as our own. 


We are outraged, but not surprised, by the response of the ‘interna- 
tional community’ and its lack of meaningful action to immediately 
stop the massacre in Gaza. Syrians faced the same silence and be- 
trayal when calling for a no-fly zone to cease the number of deaths, 
in the earlier years of the revolution. Despite campaigns, the call fell 
on deaf ears and we were left to fend for our own. 


We Syrians, call for an immediate ceasefire and a just resolution 

to the Palestinian question, rooted in self-determination and the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. We are appalled by the 
hasbara, Israeli narratives and ‘War on Terror’ discourse which seek 
to dehumanise Palestinians, de-legitimise the Palestinian resistance 
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and justify the Israeli onslaught, and recall the way the regime, Rus- 
sia and Iran use similar methods to discredit our struggle. We reject 
disinformation spread by propagandists, conspiracy theories and rac- 
ists with wich we ourselves are too familiar with. We condemn those 
who have stood with the Syrian struggle but fail to stand with our 
brothers and sisters in Palestine, and those who support the Palestin- 
ian resistance but fail to support Syria’s struggle for freedom. 


Mutual and intersectional solidarity is essential, our struggles are 
one, our freedom each depends on the freedom of the other. 


Signed: 


Razan Saffour, Editor/MENA Advocacy 
Robin-Yassin Kassab, Writer 
Leila Al Shami, Writer/Activist 
Yassin Haj Saleh, Writer 
Walid Saffour, 

Syrian Human Rights Committee 
Maher Arar 
Leila Nachawati, Professor of Communica- 
tions 
Qutaiba Idlbi 
Bassam Al-Kuwatli 
Yasser Munif, Emerson College 
Obayda Ghadban, Researcher and Translator 
Rafif Jouejati, Human Rights Defender 
Ibrahim Fakhri, Artist 
Zaher Sahloul, Syria Faith Initiative 
Marcelle Shehwaro, Writer 
Karam Shaar 
Ayah Kutmah, Writer and Researcher 
Weyam Ghadbian, Conflict Transformation 
Facilitator 
Bayan Boulad, Grad Student, City University 
of New York School of 
Public Health 
Yasmeen Mobayed, PhD Student 
Sumayya Saleh, Civil Rights Attorney 
Yazan Al Saadi 
Dellair Youssef, Writer 
Shiyam Galyon 
Sama Kiki, Advocate 
Lina Shamy 
Yusuf Mousa 
Sarah Hunaidi, 

Writer and Advocacy Consultant 


Ramah Kudaimi, Activist 
Amina Olabi, Public Health Researcher 
Lina Baroudi, Attorney 
Laila Alrefaai, Researcher and Writer 
Dima Nachawi, Artist 
Ahmad Abushaar, Molham Team 
Jad Baghdadi, PhD Candidate, 
University of Oxford 
Celine Kasem, Syrian Emergency Task Force 
Maimouna Alammar, 
Syrian Nonviolent Activist 
Ala Ayoubi, Pharmacist 
Rami Jarrah, Journalist 
Karim Jian, Doctor 
Mustafa Alachkar, Doctor 
Fouad Roueiha, 
Syrian-Italian Journalist and 
Translator 
Lyn Al Masri, Software Engineer 
Ayham Abdulwali, Advocacy Specialist 
Mohammad Abu Hajar, PhD Candidate 
Yasser Almaamoun, Architect 
Dr. Razan Ghazzawi, Oregon State Univer- 
sity 
Sami Haddad, Teacher and Activist 
Dr. Noor Ghazal Aswad, Academic 
Mohanad Mahdi, Engineer 
Osama Zein Al-Abdeen, Humanitarian 
Worker 
Mahmoud Kutmah, Medical Student 
Huda Kutmah, Medical Student 
Sara Mahdi, Virginia Public University 
Student 
Mayssoun O, Communications Director 
Rami Zahrawi Haj-Younes, Humanitarian 
Worker and Investigator 


eliminating Hamas and attempting to claim that any who criticizes 
Israel is anti-Semitic. 


Historically, there has been little connection between Taiwan and 
Palestine, but much more informal diplomatic activity between 
Taiwan and Israel since 1993. Hence, the persistence of such views 
come as no surprise—and we are very familiar with how calling for 
self-determination for one’s self unfortunately does not always entail 
calling for self-determination for all peoples. Islamophobia and rac- 
ism are present in Taiwan, which has perhaps led to greater attention 
to events in the world elsewhere, such as seen in Taiwan’s response 
to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. And by contrast, Taiwan has 
stronger trade and technological ties with Israel. 


To this end, we find it concerning that many of the voices who have 
expressed solidarity for Palestine in Taiwan on the left have only 
been those voices who are of the Taiwanese pro-unification left. As 
with their Western counterparts, such individuals express support for 
Palestine and opposition to Israel because they see the shadow of the 
US empire behind Israel. And, similarly, these are individuals silent 
on the crimes that take place in China against Tibetans, Uyghurs, 
and others-they, too, are among those that may be vocal on some 
genocides in the world but entirely silent on those committed by 
their preferred empire of choice. Those in Palestine or who stand in 
solidarity with Palestinians should not misread them as true allies 
who act on the basis of genuine moral conviction, but rather as op- 
portunistic actors who nominally support Palestinian liberation while 
being bad faith actors elsewhere. 


The presence of bad faith actors in the global Palestinian solidarity 
movement-particularly in Taiwan—-points to how many on the left 
who otherwise claim to be internationalists are attentive to geno- 
cides in select regions of the world but not others, and at times, even 
being active genocide deniers. 


A famous video from the 1989 Tiananmen Square protests shows 


a young man riding on a bicycle toward the demonstrations. When 
questioned by a Western journalist why he is going there, he 
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example, the continued willingness of some leftists to ignore the 
highly questionable views of certain political actors if they are 
supportive of self-determination for Palestinians—never mind that 
perhaps they may be the same actors who dismiss the genocide of 
Uyghurs because of their rose-tinted view of China, justify Russia’s 
military invasion of Ukraine, or in fact, have a history of promoting 
white supremacist and anti-Semitic viewpoints. 


For one, it should go without saying discrimination in any form has 
no place on the left and one cannot oppose some genocides while 
being apparently supportive of others. But this continues the reduc- 
tive, simplistic worldview of many who are nominally leftists—sid- 
ing with those who back authoritarian actors of any stripe so long 
as they oppose the US and “the West”. At the end of the day, this 
campist worldview is the logical end for any leftist who has come 
to conflate leftism and nationalism-our basis for supporting self-de- 
termination is not rooted in nationalism, whether for ourselves as 
Taiwanese or other identities. 


Neither is China any salvation from the US empire-it is simply 
another empire. China conducts substantial trade with Israel and 
provides it with surveillance technologies that have been developed 
through the digital enclosure and detaining of Uyghurs and oth- 

er “ethnic minorities” Discourse from the most hardline Chinese 
nationalists sometimes speaks of “Keeping the island, not the people” 
when it comes to Taiwan-genocidal rhetoric not unlike that which 
Israel uses against Palestinians. At the very least, Chinese invasion 
means not “liberation” for us but bloody warfare and interminable 
military occupation. 


But China sees fit to embrace the Palestinian cause to try and erode 
the US’s claim to a moral high ground. And we are fully aware of 
how the Palestinian Authority has historically backed China’s claims 
over Taiwan-though let it be said that neither the Palestinian Au- 
thority nor Hamas are the Palestinian people, and one should never 
conflate states with peoples. This conflation is precisely what the 
Israeli state does in justifying genocide with the veneer of 
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Taiwanese on Palestine 
Published on November 28, 2023. 
Collective Statement on Solidarity with the Palestinian People: 


New Bloom is issuing the following collective statement to voice our 
solidarity with the Palestinian people. As a leftist pro-Taiwan indepen- 
dence organization, we find it important to make explicit not just our 
support for a free Palestine because we unequivocally oppose all genocides 
and settler-colonizer occupations, but also because of the ties between the 
Palestinian and Taiwanese struggles for self-determination. We believe it is 
also important to call out those within the Anglophone and Sinophone left 
who are supportive of Palestine and China purely as a challenge to U.S. 
imperialism, such as but not limited to the pro-unification left in Taiwan. 
Our stance as an organization is to continuously be critical of all empires, 
including non-Western empires such as China and Russia, and continue to 
stand with those fighting for self-determination, from Taiwan to Ukraine 
to Palestine. Taiwan itself is the product of multiple empires, undergoing 
four centuries of serial settler colonialisms that have and continue to affect 
Indigenous peoples here. We at New Bloom believe in every peoples’ right 
to self-determination at every level and to be free of their oppressors. 


It has now been over fifty days since Israel began military strikes 

on Gaza’s civilian population, following the attack by Hamas that 
took place on October 7th. As Taiwanese leftists who believe in 
Taiwan’s political independence-and more fundamentally, as human 
beings—we stand in solidarity with Palestinians. We are issuing this 
statement as part of a planned series of events engaging the Taiwan- 
ese public and Taiwanese diaspora on present events, and linking 
Taiwan’s struggle for self-determination to the Palestinian freedom 
struggle. 


Whether in Ukraine, Hong Kong, Tibet, East Turkistan, Palestine, or 
beyond, we believe in the universal right to self-determination and 
liberation from oppression. Taiwan’s own democratic freedoms were 
hard-won after decades of authoritarian one-party rule during the 
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White Terror period, not to mention Taiwan’s own settler colonial 
history and its lasting effect on Indigenous peoples-it is our history 
that has led us to this perspective. At present, Taiwan’s self-determi- 
nation and de-facto independence continues to face daily military 
threats from China. 


Not long after October 7, Taipei 101-Taiwan’s tallest skyscraper-lit 
up in the colors of the Israeli flag. This is hardly the first time that 
Taipei 101 has lit up for questionable political actors. In March 
2022, Taipei 101 lit up with a message of welcome for former 
Trump administration Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. It has been 
the case for a long time that Taiwan has been framed within a camp- 
ism that dictates alignment with right-wing governments that are be- 
lieved to have some use in warding off the military threat of China. 
We know that performances of “support” such as these are cynical 
and self-serving, and it is with this context in mind that we choose 
to stand in solidarity with other peoples in the world facing oppres- 
sion rather than whitewash authoritarian actors as like-minded allies 
that supposedly share values with us. We believe in the affirmation of 
humanity and building solidarity between peoples over clambering 
for conditional recognition from nation-states. 


We acknowledge that many in Taiwan draw comparisons not be- 
tween Palestine and Taiwan, but Taiwan and Israel as benefactor 
states of US military power. In this comparison, Taiwan is equated 
with Israel as a small nation-state surrounded by larger powers hos- 
tile to it, and China with Hamas as symbols of anti-Western forces 
threatening democracy and destabilizing regional harmony. This 
viewpoint highlights a trend in Taiwanese society in which Taiwan- 
ese people desire unconditional alignment with what is perceived as 
“the democratic West,” while failing to acknowledge that the same 
Western powers that nominally support Taiwan, too, fail in the test 
of adherence to democratic values. 


In the struggle against oppression, there are no islands unto them- 
selves—none of us are free until all of us are free. Yet, we have ob- 
served much of the left fall into simplistic binaries that compromise 
their ability to stand for freedom for all. There has been, for 
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